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5th woman accuses Moore; 
GOP leaders want him out 


BY SHERYL GAY STOLBERG 
AND JONATHAN MARTIN 


New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

A fifth woman has accused 
Roy Moore, the Republican 
Senate candidate in Alabama, of 
making sexual advances toward 
her when she was a teenager, as 
senior Republicans in Washing- 
ton called for him to drop out of 
the race and threatened to expel 
him from the Senate if he wins. 


The new accus- 
er, Beverly Young 
Nelson, said at a 
news conference 
in New York that 
Moore attacked 
her when she was 
16 and he was a 
prosecutor in 
Etowah County, 
Ala. Nelson was represented at 
the news conference by Gloria 
Allred, a New York lawyer who 
has championed victims of sex- 


Roy Moore 


ual harassment. 

“T tried fighting him off, while 
yelling at him to stop, but in- 
stead of stopping, he began 
squeezing my neck attempting 
to force my head onto his 
crotch,” Nelson said in a state- 
ment she issued at the news 
conference. She said Moore 
warned her that “no one will 
believe you” if she told anyone 
about the encounter in his car. 

Hours earlier, Sen. Mitch 
McConnell, the Republican 


leader, said Moore “should step 
aside” and that he believes the 
women who have accused 
Moore of sexual misconduct 
when they were teenagers. 

“I believe the women, yes,” 
McConnell said at a news con- 
ference in Louisville, Ky. 

McConnell also said that 
encouraging a write-in candi- 
date to run in the Dec. 12 special 
election is “an option we’re 
looking at.” 

Sen. Cory Gardner of Col- 


orado, speaking in his role as 
chairman of the National Re- 
publican Senatorial Committee, 
said that if Moore wins the spe- 
cial election, he should be ex- 
pelled from the Senate, “be- 
cause he does not meet the 
ethical and moral requirements 
of the United States Senate.” 

Moore, a judge who was twice 
removed from the state’s high 
court, first for refusing to re- 
move the Ten Commandments 
from the Supreme Court 
grounds, then for refusing to 
accept same-sex marriage, re- 
sponded defiantly. He showed 
no sign of leaving the race. 

In an afternoon statement, 
Moore’s campaign described 
Allred as “a sensationalist lead- 
ing a witch hunt, and she is only 
around to create a spectacle.” 
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MECKLENBURG COUNTY 


Health chief 
links the HIV 
rate to being 
‘party town’ 


BY FRED CLASEN-KELLY 
Jrkelly@charlotteobserver.com 


New Mecklenburg County 
Health Director Gibbie Harris 
says Charlotte is a “party town” 
and that is a major reason it has 
one of the highest rates of new 
HIV infections in the country. 

The comments drew strong 
rebukes from experts and a 
county commissioner, who said 
Harris was trafficking in ster- 
eotypes that cast people who 
contract the virus as sexually 
promiscuous. 

Mecklenburg suffers from a 
rate of 30.4 new diagnoses per 
100,000 people, more than 
twice the national average and 
nearly two times 
the norm in 
North Carolina. 
The cases are 
heavily concen- 
trated in low- 
income neigh- 
borhoods in 
Charlotte, a re- 
cent county re- 
port shows. 

At an Oct. 24 County Board of 
Commissioners meeting, some 
officials criticized the county’s 
failure to stop the disease from 
spreading. Asked why the out- 
comes were so much worse than 
the state overall, Harris laid part 
of the blame on partying. 

After citing opioid drug addic- 
tion and demographics, Harris 
suggested that tourists visiting 
town for the weekend were 
infecting residents. 

Mecklenburg is home to more 
than 1 million people and en- 
compasses Charlotte, the Car- 
olinas’ largest city. 

“In cities like Charlotte, 
which draws a lot of people in, it 
can be a party town,” Harris 
said. “It can be a place where 
people come in, enjoy them- 
selves for the weekend and then 
leave but leave stuff behind.” 

Commissioners did not ques- 
tion Harris’ response at the 
time, but others said the re- 
marks are offensive. 

Harris’ comments came dur- 
ing a sparsely attended commis- 
sioners’ meeting and initially 
drew little public notice. But 
negative reaction has grown as 
word spread among some 
Health Department employees. 

On Monday, commissioner Pat 
Cotham criticized the statement 


Gibbie 
Harris 
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CATS says Blue Line Extension 
still on track for March opening 


DIEDRA LAIRD dlaird@charlotteobserver.com 


CATS performs a test of the Lynx Blue Line on Friday morning, starting at the Old Concord Road Station and going round trip to the 


UNC Charlotte campus. 


BY STEVE HARRISON 
sharrison@charlotteobserver.com 


CATS said it hasn’t yet start- 
ed its own testing on the Lynx 
Blue Line Extension, but the 
transit system said the $1.1 
billion light-rail extension will 
open in March. 

The extension was supposed 
to open in August, in time for 
the start of the school year at 
UNC Charlotte. But construc- 
tion delays pushed that back to 
March - a new deadline that 
CATS said it will meet. 

The main contractor, Bal- 
four Beatty Rail, is still work- 
ing on the project. But CATS 
chief executive John Lewis 
said Monday he expects the 
contractor to hand over the 
project to the transit system. 


THE EXTENSION WAS SUPPOSED TO OPEN 
IN AUGUST, IN TIME FOR THE START OF THE 
SCHOOL YEAR AT UNC CHARLOTTE. 


“Then we can put a pinpoint 
time on the opening,” he said. 

CATS had previously said it 
would need five months to test 
the line after the contractor 
finished its work. That would 
put the opening in mid-April. 

But CATS said Monday the 
federal government does not 
have a requirement in weeks 
or months for testing, and that 
the transit system can still 
open the train to the public in 
March. 

Lewis said CATS will soon 
begin testing the rail line as if 
it were running an actual serv- 
ice schedule. So far, he said, all 


systems have performed well, 
including the coordination 
between gates that close roads 
as trains pass. In January, 
CATS plans a “full-scale train- 
ing exercise,” which simulates 
a crisis or disaster. 

On Oct. 29, CATS tested the 
line at full speed. 

“All of the work on the rail 
line has been completed,” 
Lewis said. “(The contractor) 
is working on finishing tou- 
ches, artwork, station canopies 
and other minor details.” 

CATS released a new video 
Monday that shows a train 
operating along the length of 


the 9.3-mile line. 

Construction has closed 
some roads that will be re- 
opening over the next several 
months. 

In NoDa, 36th Street at the 
Norfolk Southern rail crossing 
will not open until June. The 
36th Street rail station will 
open when the entire line 
opens in March, however. 

Craighead Road has been 
closed between North David- 
son Street and Raleigh Street. 
It’s scheduled to re-open in 
December. The N.C. Depart- 
ment of Transportation is 
building the East Sugar Creek 
Road bridge over the rail lines, 
but it won’t open until Febru- 
ary 2019. 


Steve Harrison: 704-358-5160, 
@Sharrison_Obs 
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